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Volunteers Needed!! Volunteers Needed!!

‘ The structural units at RUCC have changed. With the implementation of the bylaws approved
e in September, there are now five units, or ministries, instead of three, to handle “the purpose,
mission, vision, values, goals, and objectives of the congregation as well as for meeting the
physical, spiritual and property needs of the Body of Christ.” (Constitution and Bylaws)

Riviera United Church of Christ needs us!! We need your time and abilities in addition to all
the monetary gifts so many of you have already pledged and are providing. Please consider the

structural units of our church, listed below, what each does, and where your particular inter-
ests and skills would fit.

Each unit has “elected coordinators” but they are expecting our help in accomplishing their ministry’s purposes. Those
three “elected coordinators” for each unit can’t do the job by themselves. It was intended with the new structure to open
the work and fun of RUCC to more members and friends. Remember, we all need to do God’s work!! You don’t have to
be a member to be on a committee. All are welcome.

Here are those units, their descriptions, and the elected coordinators for each unit:

Spiritual Ministry: Supports the spiritual life and faith development of the congregation. This committee provides ush-
ers for the 9 AM service, solicits and sets-up refreshments for the fellowship hour (10 AM), and provides for cleanup.
The Justice Team is part of this unit. Elected coordinators are Nancy Marsh, Mary Beth Moseley & Michelle Litteral.

Outreach Ministry: Provides interpretation, planning and implementation of the congregation’s mission priorities.
They oversee publicity and have responsibility for oversight of the Matthew 25 Garden, our work with Daily Bread, and
other mission outreach efforts. Elected coordinators are David Cook, Ann Pierce, and Duane Toops.

Church Operations: Oversees the general parish maintenance, physical aesthetics, expansion and operational efficiency
of the church. They provide coordination of things like repairs, painting walls, keeping the grounds looking good, and
much, much more. The Green Team is a committee within this ministry. Since there is always a need for maintenance of
the physical spaces they can use lots of hands and hearts. Elected coordinators are Ray Myers (Chair), Dick Rhinehart,
and Daryl Hankins.

Education Ministry: Initiates and implements religious education and nurtures endeavors of the congregation. They
take care of all the Sunday school efforts and programs. Since every one of us is constantly learning right along with our
children, RUCC needs many volunteers to educate all of us. Elected coordinators are Carol Robinson (Chair), Cathy
Carnes, and Kim Myers.

Resources Ministry: Has responsibility for all property and investment resources of our congregation, including stew-
ardship (Stewardship committee), budget, income, expenses and investments. Elected coordinators are Michael Ross

(Chair), Judy Klug, and Jay Pierce.

Submitted by Nancy Cook
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From Our Pastor
The Reverend Scott Elliott

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,

Almost every week during the winter, spring and fall a number of us gather at noon on Wednesdays
and consider the Bible passage that is to be preached on the following Sunday. We are a growing
group of about 15 to 20 people. We discuss God and Jesus and Bible passages bringing a wide varie-
ty of experiences and points of view to the table. We do not always agree, and we sometimes even
wander off the day’s topic, way off. But we always learn something, we always and have fun (we

{ laugh so much I think Amy suspects that we actually play card games), and we walk away with re-
spect for one another and the text. It is actually quite a remarkable Bible Study group and I feel

* deeply honored to be a part of it (anyone can join so you can be a patt too).

Our views of the inerrant and literal nature of the Bible and/or particular texts or stories vaties each week. But no mat-
ter which side we might land on with respect to those matters, what we try to do is find the meaning of the text. The
debates about did this happen or not ultimately are not as important in the discussions as wrestling with what might sa-
cred text mean for us today individually, as community, as a nation and/or as a wotld.

Participants may choose to pipe up or just listen, ask questions or make observations. There is no preparation required
before the class and all levels of expetience with the Bible and/or the given text blend together quite well. A candle is lit,
then we usually start the class with a couple of silly jokes as people are settling in, we share our names for newcomers
and then we pray that we might hear where God is calling us in the texts and the talk we will experience in the hour.
Once we have centered ourselves with the prayer someone reads the verses and then we share ideas on a word or
phrase related to the text. I spend a few minutes providing background on the text to put it in its historical and scriptur-
al context, and then, well, we talk about whatever ideas, questions and comments are brought up. Everyone is easy-
going, respectful, fun and love-centered. At the end of the class we all walk away better informed and basking in the
love that emanated from spending care-full time with our Scared stories and texts. It is a very beautiful and rich weekly
ritual we have at Riviera UCC. If you have an interest in joining us we meet at noon at the church each Wednesday. All
are welcome. All are treated with respect and love - and frankly, you will be hard-pressed to find a more fun and nicer
bunch of people!

If you can’t make it on Wednesdays at noon, and if there are enough who would like to start and commit to regularly
coming to an evening or weekend Bible Study group I would like to hear from you (selliott@rivieraucc.org) to see if
there is enough interest to get and keep an evening Bible Study going. The Bible is a marvel, it is full of many layers of
wisdom and truth whether we believe it is literally true or metaphorically true. I think our Bible Study is successful be-
cause we marvel at the Scared texts and treat each other with care and love as we do so. Join us, it’s truly fun.

Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Scott Elliott

ASH WEDNESDAY “Where is God?” A Lenten Movie Series
February 22, 2012 Join together this season of Lent each Tuesday evening
Riviera UCC for “Chili & Chat” at 6:30 PM and a movie showing at
will hold two inspiring services at 7 PM. The theme this year is, “Where is God?”” and
Noon and 6:30 PM. begins by looking at how we imagine God might view
. . George Burn’s classic film, “Oh, God” on the first
Begin Lent with us! night of February 28th.

We need at least 10 people to sign-up before holding
the class. You can find the sign-up sheet on the bright
yellow paper in the narthex.
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Ladies’ Evening Group - February Gathering

February’s gathering will be held at Pat Lawson’s home. She is planning to prepare a delicious chicken dinner. Please bring
an appetizer or hors d'oeuvre. After dinner, if time allows, maybe a game of Bunko can be played! A sign-up sheet will be
placed in the narthex for this event. Please remember to sign it and write what you are planning to bring. Pat needs to know
how much to cook! POPPP VPPV PPPP PP PPV PPPPIIIIP Y
February 20, 2012 (3rd Monday)
6:00 PM M
Pat Lawson »
1123 Price Ave NW - Palm Bay :
\ 4
A 4
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<

(321) 759-5549
VVVVVV99999999999799999999999

There will be maps by the sign-up sheet if directions are needed.
For the month of March how about going to Meg O’Malley’s? It is a good way to celebrate St. Patrick’s Day with those who
are Irish! Think about it and we can decide at our next gathering.

Submitted by Pat Lucas

Attention All Flotida UCC Women!

Saturday, February 11, 10:00 AM to 3:00 PM- Central East Coast Region annual meeting at Riviera UCC. Phyllis Rhinehart
is chairing the committee and developing the theme “The Hungry and Homeless Children of Central Florida (see insert).

Sunday, February 26 - Reading for Renewal report for our church must be in the hands of the
state chair by March 1st, so please Fill out the form to report the books on the 2011-2012 list that
you have read. They are in the rack under the Green Board. Put completed forms in Carol Robin-
son’s church mailbox. (Note: we can include readings by men in the congregation also.)

Friday - Sunday, March 9, 10, 11 - The 85% Annual Conference of the state organization will be
held in Cocoa Beach at the International Palms Hotel. Deadline for registration is Februaty 24.
Registration forms are in the lobby of the church.

Submitted by Carol Robinson

Daily Bread Volunteers Needed
r OI RUCC sends a group of volunteers to Daily Bread to feed the hungry every fourth Monday of

each month. Daily Bread's soup kitchen is a lifeline for over 4,200 men, women and children in
DAILY BREAD our community each year (35% homeless). Serving between 200 and 250 people daily, the kitchen
is open seven days a week, 365 days a year, providing a hot mid-day meal plus hygienic services,
including shower, laundry and mail service, to anyone in need. Daily Bread has served more than 1.4 million needy
meals since its inception in 1988.

If you would like to help with this very worthy ministry, sign-up in the narthex or see Mary Beth Moseley.

There are many different ways besides in the Serving Groups to help at Daily Bread. Their website: dailybreadinc.org
has full descriptions but here is a short list of volunteer opportunities: Cooks and Food Prep, Food Rescue Workers,
Hygiene volunteers, Administrative volunteers, Kitchen Building Managers and Warehouse Building Managers.

2012 Riviera UCC Photo Directory

We are gearing up for this year’s photo directory! Portraits for RUCC’s 2012 Member Photo Directo-
ry are filled by appointment only. You do not need to be an RUCC member to have your photo in
the directory, and any family wishing to submit their own photo may do so. Sign-up at the infor-
mation counter in the lobby to be contacted for a sitting. Members, please be sure to check your

mailboxes at home for an updated Directory Information sheet, and return it to the church office by
March 1st.

UNITED CHURCH or CHRIST
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Sunday Classes for Grades up to Grade 7
J

What does Sabbath mean? How do you Keep Sabbath? With guidance from
both Old and New Testaments, we are addressing these questions in the K
through 6 Sunday morning classes. Two classes meet during the second service
following the opening songs and story time. Phyllis Hudder and Adrienne Schier
will be teaching the lower elementary grades and Carol Robinson will continue with the 4 through 6 grades during Febru-
ary. We thank Cathy Carnes for teaching and Forrest Wilson and Faye Markus for assisting during January. The theme
for March and April will be Living Stewardship.

practices™

; Sabbath Time In Daily Life
Y -
Daﬂ;’“ A “Getting into the flow of creation” is a phrase used by Rev. Bruce Sanguin in his book “Darwin, Divini-
g ) ty, and the Dance of the Cosmos.” God has asked us to remember the Sabbath and keep it holy. Just
BTl stopping our activities of making a living, taking care of our personal households and play does not an-
REED d swer the “how” of keeping the Sabbath holy. We need to reconnect with God, the Creator, daily, week-
ly, yearly, every seven years and after 49 years according to the scriptures. The Creator, according to our sacred book,
would have us take time to discern, or at least try to discern and participate in the hoped for harmonious relationships in

all of creation. What reminders do members of your family have?

Many cultures and faiths have devised ways to remind people to keep the ‘holy’ in their lives. This includes: worship ritu-
als, daily journals, icons, jewelry, statues, totems, river rocks, labyrinths, mandalas, and mandorlas. The mandorla is a
symbol used in earlier Christian times and represents the coming together of heaven and earth. A third circle was added
to represent the Trinity. The name comes from the Italian meaning “almond.” Paintings and designs have been made
using this basic form. Create your own, large or small, in a medium of your choice, and place it where it will be a remind-
er to rest from labors and reconnect with God.
I i E——————

Teacher and Assistant Orientation and Summer Camp Planning Date

Saturday, February 4th from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM. Please sign-up or just come to join the team engaged in the joyful
experience of working with our children. We encourage attendance by anybody who can consider working for one or
more months as well as those who have already worked with the Faith Practices material. We were unable to follow
through with an orientation in the fall, but now is better than not. The last half hour will be devoted to initial planning
for a second Summer Peace Camp.

Submitted by Carol Robinson

RUCC Teen Team Update

Since September, the RUCC Teen group (ages 13-19) has met monthly for a themed fellowship gathering. At these
meetings there are snacks, chats and fun activities. RUCC has partnered with Compassion International to sponsor a
child, and the teens have written a note to our sponsored child in Peru, seven-year-old André Toboada Camacho.

Teens are also given community service opportunities and encouraged to do something nice for the community at least
once a month. In December, the group was a huge help in the Children’s
Christmas pageant and at the playground celebration party. Last month,
Doug Tolliver chaperoned a small group to the annual Walk on the Water
UCC youth retreat in Miami. This month, the teens are invited to help make
soup ingredients for Brevard’s Cold Night Shelter program and also raise
funds for Daily Bread on “Souper Bowl” Sunday. February’s meeting date
will be announced on the website. If you know any interested teens, have

them visit us online at: rivieraucc.org/christianeducation or contact Amy at
the church office: 321-723-3963.

Submitted by Amy Lewis
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RUCC Financial Health Report: s

The financial report for RUCC outlook for 2012 is as follows:
2012 projected: Income: $220,337.00 Expenses: $258,487.78

J8U40)

The 2012 projected budget is based on actual income and expenses from 2011 and projected income and expense
changes for 2012. There is a $30,000 increase in expense amount between the 2011 and 2012 budgets because the
mortgage is now included in the Operational Budget. (This $30,000 was paid each prior year but was paid from the
Capital Campaign Fund which will end March 30, 2012.) Council recommends a 3% cost of living increase for all
employees except the Pastor. There is presently a $38,150.78 budget gap. There also is a savings balance of $50,534.18
available to cover the budget gap for 2012.

The 2012 Budget was presented and approved at the January 29, 2012 Congregational Meeting. Starting in next
month’s MESSENGER Newsletter the amounts for income and expenses will be presented.

Paul Lucas
RUCC Ttreasurer

Stewardship News Flash:

2012 Pledge Campaign — Stewardship Sunday was November 13, 2011. So far there have been 46 pledges totaling
around $135,000. The approved 2012 Budget is projecting $149,888.00 to minimize the use of savings to fill any budget
deficit. You can still submit a pledge, as pledges are accepted at anytime throughout the year. Also, your pledge may be
changed at anytime. Our pledges are important so our Council can plan the 2012 support of God’s work and future
years. Remember our pledge is to support God’s work through RUCC. Our gift is between us and God. Our gift in-
cludes missions, ministries, outreach, support groups, mortgage, facilities and staff.

2012 Approved Budget - The Church Council is proposing 2012 Budget expenses of $258,487.78. The projected in-
come is $220,337.00. That leaves a $38,150.78 budget deficit for 2012. The details of the 2012 Budget are presented at
the 2012 Annual Meeting.

2012 Member Per Capita - 1t’s a new year and that means another Per Capita Campaign. Per Capita is $14.50 per mem-
ber and is collected once per year. This money goes to UCC National and the Florida Conference to help pay operation-
al costs and support the great work they do supporting our church. RUCC must pay the 100% membership costs regard-
less of how much is collected from our members. This year, the total amount of Per Capita collected was $1355.00
(60%). We did achieve a projected participation rate of 92%. Great work everyone! If you get a box of envelopes, there
is a special one for Per Capita. There are also Per Capita envelopes available at the information counters in the narthex,
or just identify the extra $14.50 per member on your check or offering envelope.

Recycled Items - Remember we are still collecting ink cartridges and cell phones to recycle for extra funds. The collec-
tion point is outside the old kitchen in the hall way for both ink cartridges and cell phones. The money from recycle goes

to our youth.

Sunday News Praise Band CD - There are professional-quality CD’s available of original songs written by Rick
Rakauskas. CDs are only $10, and available at the sound booth. All proceeds will go towards the 2012 Deficit Reduction.

The Stewardship Committee consists of Paul and Pat Lucas, Nancy and David Cook, and Amy Lewis. Our meeting
date and time is posted on our web page and in the weekly bulletin. If you want to pledge, change a pledge, or pay your

Per Capita, envelopes are available or see a member of the finance team.

Submitted by the Stewardship Committee
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CHECKIT OUT!

Planning in the works...

Congregation Dinner/Lunch Meetings with the Planning Team

In last month’s Messenger, and at our recent Annual Meeting, information was pre-

sented regarding the results of a planning team that has been meeting since last
March. The planning team (Nancy and David Cook, Ann and Jay Pierce, Rev. Tom
Golladay and Rev. Scott Elliott) have organized two planning meetings/meals for the con-
gregation to meet with the team, ask questions and provide input so we can adjust our plan as necessary to present to the
entire congregation for a vote in the spring. Tom Golladay will be cooking up his famous smoked chicken for both
meals, and we ask that those attending provide a side dish to share.

The dinner meeting will be held on Tuesday, February 21 at 6:30 PM (our regional conference minister may be attending
this meeting), and the lunch meeting will be Saturday, February 25 at 12:30 PM. Both will be held at the church. The
planning team is excited to present their work to the congregation and look forward to your feedback. Please sign-up in
the narthex by Sunday, February 19th to let us know which meeting you will attend.

Submitted by Ann Pierce
|



HELP US FILL BACKPACKS WITH FOOD

PLEASE BRING ONE OR SEVERAL ITEMS FROM THE LIST BELOW
SO THAT OUR CHILDREN ARE FED THROUGH THE WEEKEND

SUGGESTED WEEKEND BACKPACK MENU

Kellogg's Handi-Pak Cereal - various flavors
This brand is important due to size of container
Armour Vienna Sausage or Libby's Vienna Sausage
Various flavors

Comes in 7-ounce
Chef Boyardee, Winn-Dixie or Publix Pasta items
Comesin 7-ounce pop top cans
Comes in 15-ounce pop top cans
Varieties include:
Beef Raviol
Spaghetti & Meatballs
Italian Sausage Ravioli
Beefaroni
Cheesy Burger Macaroni
Chili Macaroni
Lasagna
Mini ABCs
Island Orchard Juice - various flavors (shelf stable carton)
Comes in 8-packs
Other brands are higher priced but can be substituted
Hershey Chocolate 2% Milk (shelf stable carton)
Comes in 3-packs

Austin Cheese Crackers - various flavors

NOT PEANUT BUTTER

Other brands are higher priced but can be substituted for Austin
Fruit & Grain Bar - various flavors - various brands




Annual Meeting
Central East Coast Region of the
Florida UCC Women

Saturday February 11,2012

Riviera United Church of Christ
451 Riviera Drive NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905

Topic: The Hungry and Homeless Children in Florida

Did you know that 1/3 of the homeless children in the US live in Central Florida?
We are gathering to make a difference!

Gathering: 9:30 AM  Programs: 10:AM Lunch served Closing worship: 2:30
Cost: $8. Per person, includes homemade soup and salad, dessert, etc.
Directions on reverse side

Registration deadline February 4t
If your registration form includes more than one person, please attach list of names.

Name(s) No: Phone
Address:

City: State: Zip:
Church: Fee Enclosed:

Please make checks Payable to Riviera UCC and mail to:
Riviera United Church of Christ, 451 Riviera Dr. NE Palm Bay FL 32905

For additional information contact: Phyllis Rhinehart
Email: plrhineha@gmail.com Phone: 321-728-2779




/Q_

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

451 Riviera Drive NE
Palm Bay, FL ¢ 32905

321-723-3963

WWWw.tlvieraucc.org

OUR VISION Church Office: 451 Riviera Drive NE
Thinking Openly Palm Bay, FL. 32905
. . Website: WWWw.rivieraucc.org
Believing Passionately Phone: (321) 723-3963
Serving Boldly Fax: (321) 723-1281
Email: rivieraucc(@tivieraucc.org
SUNDAY WORSHIP Hours: 9 AM to 1 PM, Monday-Thursday
Traditional Service
9:00 AM Our pastor, Rev. Scott Elliott generally schedules himself to be at the
Adult Sunday School church from 9 AN to 5 PM Saturday through Wednesday.
Conter?:i(zafl\éervice He works many more hours, however, coming in early and staying late
1 1}? 00 A}i\d (and working at home too). If you need to contact Scott, please contact
Kid’s Sun day School him at the church or make an appointment to see hins.
11:10 AM When possible, please avoid calling Scott at home for church matters un-
less an emergency arises. Scott’s email is: selliott@tivieraucc.org.

www.rivierauce.org

Ways to stay connected to RUCC on the web:

www.rivieraucc.org
On this homepage, you will find important weekly updates.

www.tivieraucc.org/worshipschedule
See changes to the regular Sunday worship services.

www.rivieraucc.org/photogallery
This page has fun slideshows of recent events.

www.rivieraucc.org/calendar
Our weekly and yearly event calendar is updated here.

www.rivieraucc.org/lessons

You can read and/or listen to cutrent & past sermons here.
www.rivieraucc.org/Newsletter

This is where THE MESSENGER is published each month!

The MESSENGER Newsletter is a monthly publication of Riviera United Church of Christ in Palm Bay, Florida and
is also available online: www.rivieraucc.org/Newsletter

Deadline for material to be published is the third Monday of each month. All items are subject to approval and editori-
al changes. Articles or information may be submitted to the church office in hard copy form or by email:

arlewis(@rivieraucc.org




