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For the blessing of your time this year! 

OUR MISSION  

Welcoming and accepting all people. 
~~~  

Encouraging freedom and 
responsibility to explore our lives of faith 
by studying and worshipping together. 

~~~  
Sharing the love of God found in the 

teachings of Jesus. 

~~~  
Working for justice for all people,  
striving to demonstrate Godõs love 

for all creation. 
~~~  

Building a family of believers where people 
are nurtured and equipped for ministry. 

December 2011  

 

You can help our neighbors in need by donating loose change, cash or 
check to RUCCõs Shepherdõs Fund. The Shepherdõs Fund is primarily 
used to care for those in need in our community, bringing hope to 
many who need it. Please consider helping out with this ministry. Con-
tributions may be mailed, place it in the offering plate (marked) or there 
is a donation box near the doors of the Sanctuary. There are many 
families requiring extra help this year, especially during the 
holidays.  Thank you! 

451 Riviera Drive NE Å Palm Bay, FL Å 32905 

    òThinking Openly, Believing Passionately, Serving Boldlyó 

J˛˔ʘ Uʟ! 

Bˠ˔nʐ y˛ˤʞ fˉ˙ʳ˗ʦ, ˑˠɰˏndʟ, 
ˉnʋ ɶˏiʱʲb˛rʟ! 
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From Our Pastor 
The Reverend Scott Elliott 

I am a sucker for Christmas, I always have been and always will be. I donõt mind when Christmas 
things start showing up in displays at hobby and sewing stores in August. I want it to be here all 
year long. I think God does too, only not in the commercial way that the stores have in mind, but 
in the genuine heartfelt change we see in the world every December. Oh, I am fond of the sparkle 
of the lights and the richness of the smells and the joyful sounds of carols and bells, but I love, 
love, love THE LOVE that is in the air. 
 

In the dark of winter there is the greatest Light of hope in all the loving that we do for each other. The love we do for  
friends and relatives for sure, but most especially in the things we do for strangers; from òMerry Christmasó as we pass peo-
ple we donõt know, to putting change in a bell ringerõs bucket, to providing resources to non-profits that help those in need. 
When we do these things we are the Christ in Christmas. We add to the Love that fills the air and overwhelms us with a 
sense of good, a sense of the Sacred. 

 

Most people donõt know that the Christmas stories about Jesus in the Bible had very modest beginnings as a small Jewish 
sectõs radical opposition to an oppressive and violent empire of man. The Nativity narratives that form the nucleus of our 
Christmas traditions began as a revolution of love by Jesus followers who were bolding claiming that God worked through 
ordinary Joes (and Maryõs), not elite emperors. And how they did this was simply brilliant; they co-opted the claims that the 
Roman Empire made about their god, Caesar, turning Romeõs claims on their head as claims about Christ.  

 

Long before the words and phrases were associated with Jesus, Rome claimed that Caesar was born of a virgin; the son of 
God; Lord; Prince of Peace; Redeemer; and Savior of the World. Two outstanding modern Protestant and Catholic theolo-
gians (respectively) Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan note that the Jesus followersõ use of such phrases and claims 
for, òthe newborn Jesus would [have been] either low lampoon of high treason and since empires always know their oppo-
nents, Rome was not laughing.ó The lofty phrases and claims were reserved for elite born emperors not lowly born peasant 
boys, and certainly not for those whom the empire convicts and executes. The Roman Empire obtained peace on earth, the 
Pax Romana, through violent oppression and the deifying of its leaders. The Jesus followers claimed the opposite for its 
leader, Jesus, i.e., that He obtained peace on earth through non-violent love and kindness. Itõs a tribute to those early follow-
ers of Jesus that all of the terms Rome once gave to Caesar have forever become terms that we (and much of the rest of the 
world) associate with Jesus, most especially in the Nativity stories and at Christmas. Moreover, every year at Christmas we 
prove that peace on earth through non-violent love and kindness is not impossible because for a month we practice it on a 
wide scale and it works. I cannot wait until we do it all year long.  

   

Merry Christmas to all of you my dear family in Christ, 
 
Rev. Scott Elliott 

The play for Community Family Players 2012 production has been chosen.  
 

It's William Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet!"  
 

The production team is very excited to be putting on this amazing play. Work has already begun. No-
tices for this annual summer youth "Shakespeare Camp" will go out to our youth, schools and local the-
atres early in 2012. This is one of our Matthew 25 ministries, it is designed to connect youth and com-
munity through the performing arts. If you know of any youth 12-20 years old who might be interested 
in being in the show or working backstage, let the office know so we can get them on our mailing list.  
 

Also adults are needed to help pull the production of "Romeo and Juliet" together, so if you have an 
interest in working on the play in any capacity from acting, costuming, assistant directing, prompting, 
lighting, set, tickets, snacks, publicity or more, see Scott (he is our much beloved artistic director).       
 
Submitted by Amy Lewis 
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              From the Choir Director 

 

 

You have heard about the Christmas Cantata now for many weeks and you 
have been invited to join us. The Chancel Choir will sing the Cantata on Christ-

mas Eve, Saturday, December 24, 2011 at 7:00 PM. Our own Chris Rakauskas will be accompanying us at the organ. 
You still have three more Wednesday rehearsals (December 7 - December 21) to sing in this wonderful musical, òA Fes-
tival of Lessons and Carolsó by Hal Hopson. As the title suggests, all of the selections are from well-known Christmas 
Carols and are not difficult to learn. Our own Pastor Scott Elliott will be reading from the Lessons spoken between each 
carol, and all lessons are taken from the Bible. These Cantata choruses and all anthems we sing are not only great music 
compositions but also are written with wonderful word-poems and free verse that we can learn from just as we learn 
from weekly sermons and scripture during Sunday worship services. Come and join us at 7:00 PM in the choir room.  
 

I am very proud of the Chancel Choir as a unit and as individual singers for their talent and willingness to take their time 
to rehearse each week. I also want to encourage the entire congregation as well as your family, friends, and musicians that 
you may know to join the choir and/or sing and play instruments for offertories and other music during the worship ser-
vice. If you are aware of musicians, including adults and students from High Schools or other schools in your family or 
in your neighborhood, please let me know.  
 

Thank you so much for your encouragement in our Riviera UCC music program. I always want your comments and sug-
gestions on the music during each worship service. If you have special music you want us to sing or play, please let me 
know.   
 

-Kenneth Marshall 

Riviera UCC Musicians to Take Part in Holiday Performance of Handelõs Messiah! 
 

When George Frideric Handel first penned the sacred oratorio Messiah in London in 1741, it was intended for the Lent 
and Easter season. Since then, however, it has become an almost ubiquitous staple of the Christmas holiday season. 
 

The Melbourne Festival Chorale, a group of local singers under the direction of Carol Hearn, choir director at the Mel-
bourne Seventh-Day Adventist Church, will continue this holiday tradition with its 18th annual presentation of Handel's 
Messiah on Sat., Dec. 17, 7:00 p.m., at the Seventh-Day Adventist Church, 210 W. New Haven Ave. (across from the 
golf course). 
 

The concert will feature a wide selection of solo pieces from the oratorio, along with 14 choruses, including the well-
known òHallelujah!ó chorus (the audience is invited to sing along!), with accompaniment provided by an orchestra com-
posed of strings, harpsichord, trumpet, timpani, and organ. Guest conductor is Bradley Krueger from Andrews Universi-
ty, Berrien Springs, Michigan, and soloists include soprano Eliza Dopira, mezzo-soprano Karen Linn, tenor Frederick 
Kilgallin, and bass David Peterson. 
 

The performance is free of charge, though an offering will be taken at the end to help defray expenses. 
 

Riviera UCC folks taking part in this year's performance include Chris Rakauskas, John Schilling, Ken Marshall, Jim Law-
son, and Dennis Lochner. 
 

Submitted by Chris Rakauskas 

EXTRA! EXTRA!  
 

If you like the music you hear at the second services on Sunday, The Sunday News 
Praise Band has recorded an eight-song album of original Christian songs, written by 
Chris and Rick Raksukas.  This album was recorded at a professional studio and is 
well worth the $10 RUCC is asking.  All proceeds go into RUCCõs savings account to 
cover any end-of-year deficit not covered by pledges.  
 

This is the perfect gift for the Christian music-lover in your life!  You can get these 
CDõs at the sound booth on Sundays, or by contacting the front office: 
 rivieraucc@rivieraucc.org.  
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Ladies Evening Group is Back! 
 

òTis the Seasonõ is coming this month to the Ladies Evening Group of Riviera UCC.  Lorraine 
Crook is delighted to invite all the ladies of the church to her home for an evening of fellowship and 
enjoyment of the advent season on Monday, December 12, 2011 at 7:00 PM. Lorraine will provide 
refreshments and those who wish can bring a dish to pass. There will be a Goodwill basket for those 
who wish to contribute to a family in need. 
 

Come out and enjoy an evening of companionship! A sign-up sheet and maps will be available at the 
information table in the narthex.  
 

Submitted by Lorraine Crook 

Adult Sunday Seminar ð Winter Session 
 

The adult Sunday seminar meets from 10:10 to 10:50 most Sunday mornings.  The semi-
nar is a loosely moderated discussion for those interested in topics of a spiritual nature 
often based on a book the participants are reading or a video series they can view. 
 

Beginning on January 8, 2012 and continuing through March 11, 2012 (9 sessions) the 
seminar, moderated by David and Nancy Cook, will be discussing The Greatest Prayer: Re-
discovering the Revolutionary Message of the Lord's Prayer by John Dominic Crossan.  In this 
work Crossan discusses the Lordõs Prayer and concludes it is òa revolutionary manifesto, 
proclaiming nonviolence and distributive justice.ó  Cost of the book will be $11.00.   The 
book is also available in digital format for both the Kindle and the Nook. 
 

Crossan is generally considered to be the worldõs leading Jesus scholar.  He has authored 
several books including The Historical Jesus and Jesus: a Revolutionary Biography.  The 
adult seminar has previously used two works that Crossan co-authored with Marcus Borg: The First Christmas and The 
Last Week.  Although he was born in Ireland, John Dominic Crossan currently lives nearby in Clermont, FL. 
 

All adults are welcome.  Please sign-up for this study in the narthex or tell Nancy Cook you want to attend so that we 
will know how many books to order.  Scholarships are available by talking to Nancy. 
 

Submitted by Nancy Cook 

UCC National Christmas Fund Offering - December 18th 
 

On December 18th, Riviera United Church of Christ will be collecting offerings for the Christmas 
Fund (the last of four special offerings we participate in during the year). You may donate prior to 
that date or until mid-January, just be sure to note on your check or envelope òUCC Christmas 
Fund.ó All funds are forwarded to the United Church of Christ national office. 
 

What is the Christmas Fund? The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is the primary 
source of annual income for the work of the United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance, one of the corporations 
comprising the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ. 
 

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium supplementation to low-income retirees, emer-
gency assistance to the families of clergy and lay employees and Christmas òThank Youó gift checks to hundreds of an-
nuitants. 
 

The Christmas Fund provides a lifeline of hope to many lower-income active and retired clergy and lay employees in the 
United Church of Christ. Due to the lingering effects of the economic recession, there have been many instances in 
which gifts from the Christmas Fund have made a critical difference in the lives of people living literally on the edge. 
 

Watch the worship bulletins for additional information about the Christmas Fund and for stories about how your dona-
tions have helped so many in need. 
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