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OUR MISSION
Welcoming and accepting all people.
Encouraging freedom and
responsibility to explore our lives of faith
by studying and worshipping together.

Sharing the love of God found in the
teachings of Jesus.

~——~

Working for justice for all people,

ADVENT CELEBRATIONS Woring o justcefor all people,
J L @ U |_ for all creation.

C

. Hope Sunday: Dec. 4 - 9 &11 AM 2 Building a family of believers where peopls
Joy Sunday: Dec. 11 - 9 & 11 AM are nurtured and equipped for ministry.

Love Sunday: Dec. 18 - 10 AM
Christmas Eve: 7 PM
Christmas Day: 10 AM

eve ce for God + Compassion for ¢
Reverence for God + Compassion for all
+ Casual atmosphere

2011
Church Council Members
UNITED CHURCH or CHIRIST 85 Moderator; Dick Rhinehart
By . nz Y . ‘T)l f S, Mod#¥r 'onr_]:dq_eqrge
- U CE | h j b h Moderator: Billy Lane
. ] Clerk: Kathy Nilan
“Wherever You Are In Life's Journey, Treasurer: Paul Lucas
You are Welcome Here” Financial Secretary: Nancy Cook
Financial Minister: Michael Ross
You can help our neighbors in need by donating loose change, gash or _Finance Minister: Lisa Leslie
checktRUCCG6s ShephefdédsSFepder dds F (Finamce Migistgs: Nangyadviarshl y
used to care for those in need in our community, bringing h

many who need it. Please consider helping out with this ministry.JCon- Teaching Minister: Kathy Hufford
tributions may be mailed, place it in the offering plate (marked) orfthere  Spjritual Minister: Wesley Main
is a donation box near the doors of the Sanctliaeye are many Spiritual Minister: Phyllis Yanis
families requiring extra help this year, especially during the| spiritual Minister: Margaret Ann Eisenmeng

holidays. Thank !
). ank'you For the blessing of your time this year!

1e to Teaching Minister: Carol Robinson
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From Our Pastor
The Reverend Scott Elliott

Il am a sucker for Christmas, I al ways ha
things start showing up in displays at hobby and sewing stores in August. | want it to be he
year long. | think God does too, only not in the commercial way that the stores have in mir
in the genuine heartfelt change we see in the world every December. Oh, | am fond of the
of the lights and the richness of the smells and the joyful sounds of carols and bells, but | |
love, love THE LOVE that is in the air.

In the dark of winter there is the greatest Light of hope in all the loving that we do for each other. The love we do
friends and relatives for sure, but most especialdl
pl e we dondt know, to putting c¢hang e-profits tha help ehbse in meedn
When we do these things we are the Christ in Christmas. We add to the Love that fills the air and overwhelms us
sense of good, a sense of the Sacred.

Most people dondt know that the Christmas stories
sectds radical opposition to an oppressive and vio
Christmas traditions began as a revolution of love by Jesus followers who were bolding claiming that God worke:
ordinary Joes (and Maryds), not el it e -eptedthectamsthattiden
Roman Empire made about their god, Caesar, turning

Long before the words and phrases were associated with Jesus, Rome claimed that Caesar was born of a virgin
God; Lord; Prince of Peace; Redeemer; and Savior of the World. Two outstanding modern Protestant and Catho
gians (respectively) Marcus Borg and John Dominic
for, oOoOthe newborn Jesus would [have been] either |
nents, Rome was not | aughing. 6 The | ofty phrases a
boys, and certainly not for those whom the empire convicts and executes. The Roman Empire obtained peace ol
Pax Romana, through violent oppression and the deifying of its leaders. The Jesus followers claimed the opposit
leader, Jesus, i.e., that He obtained peace on earth threughoonent | ove and ki ndness
ers of Jesus that all of the terms Rome once gave to Caesar have forever become terms that we (and much of tt
world) associate with Jesus, most especially in the Nativity stories and at Christmas. Moreover, every year at Ch
prove that peace on earth through-mimtent love and kindness is not impossible because for a month we practice i
wide scale and it works. | cannot wait until we do it all year long.

Merry Christmas to all of you my dear family in Christ,

Rev. Scott Elliott

S LT LT TR TR s TRl

The play for Community Family Players 2012 production has been chosen.
It's William Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet!"

The production team is very excited to be putting on this amazing play. Work has already begun
tices for this annual summer youth "Shakespeare Camp" will go out to our youth, schools and lo
atres early in 2012. This is one of our Matthew 25 ministries, it is designed to connect youth and
munity through the performing arts. If you know of any you#® y2ars old who might be interested

in being in the show or working backstage, let the office know so we can get them on our mailing

e 4 Also adults are needed to help pull the production of "Romeo and Juliet” together, so if you have
; . interest in working on the play in any capacity from acting, costuming, assistant directing, promp
: ' lighting, set, tickets, snacks, publicity or more, see Scott (he is our much beloved artistic director

@ ' Submitted by Amy Lewis
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F From the Choir Director
‘ 5 i You have heard about the Christmas Cantata now for many weeks and yot

t e S have been invited to join us. The Chancel Choir will sing the Cantata on Cr
mas Eve, Saturday, December 24, 2011 at 7:00 PM. Our own Chris Rakauskas will be accompanying us at the
You still have three more Wednesday rehearsals (Deceberc7e mber 21) to sing in t
tival of Lessons and Carolsdé by Hal H o p-lsnowm Chrigtrsas t h
Carols and are not difficult to learn. Our own Pastor Scott Elliott will be reading from the Lessons spoken betwe
carol, and all lessons are taken from the Bible. These Cantata ahdallssssthems we sing are not only great music
compositions but also are written with wonderful \poesins and free verse that we can learn from just as we learn
from weekly sermons and scripture during Sunday worship services. Come and join us at 7:00 PM in the choir

| am very proud of the Chancel Choir as a unit and as individual singers for their talent and willingness to take t
to rehearse each week. | also want to encourage the entire congregation as well as your family, friends, and mt
you may know to join the choir and/or sing and play instruments for offertories and other music during the worsl|
vice. If you are aware of musicians, including adults and students from High Schools or other schools in your fa
in your neighborhood, please let me know.

Thank you so much for your encouragement in our Riviera UCC music pralyvaysant your comments and sug-
gestions on the music during each worship service. If you have special music you want us to sing or play, pleas
know.

-Kenneth Marshall

EXTRA! EXTRA!

If you like the music you hear at the second services on Sunday, The Sunday &
Praise Band has recorded an sghg album of original Christian songs, writte
Chris and Rick Raksukas. This album was recorded at a professional studigig el lis
well worth the $10 RUCC is asking. U DO c d s
cover any endf-year deficit not covered by pledges. 7 T

This is the perfect gift for the Christian miier in your life! You can get these .
CD6s at the sound booth on Sundays, S ‘;ct
rivieraucc@rivieraucc.org.

Riviera UCC Musicians to Take Part i n Hol i

When George Frideric Handel first penned the sacred oratorio Messiah in London in 1741, it was intended for ti
and Easter season. Since then, however, it has become an almost ubiquitous staple of the Christmas holiday s:

The Melbourne Festival Chorale, a group of local singers under the direction of Carol Hearn, choir director at th
bourne Seventbay Adventist Church, will continue this holiday tradition with its 18th annual presentation of Han
Messiah on Sat., Dec. 17, 7:00 p.m., at the SBagnfdventist Church, 210 W. New Haven Ave. (across from the
golf course).

The concert will feature a wide selection of solo pieces from the oratorio, along with 14 choruses, including the
known oHall elujah! 6 chorus (the audience is invit
posed of strings, harpsichord, trumpet, timpani, and organ. Guest conductor is Bradley Krueger from Andrews |
ty, Berrien Springs, Michigan, and soloists include soprano Eliza DopirappreazeoKaren Linn, tenor Frederick
Kilgallin, and bass David Peterson.

The performance is free of charge, though an offering will be taken at the end to help defray expenses.

Riviera UCC folks taking part in this year's performance include Chris Rakauskas, John Schilling, Ken Marshall
son, and Dennis Lochner.

Submitted by Chris Rakauskas
e
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Ladies Evening Group is Back!

0Tis the Seasond is coming this month to
Crook is delighted to invite all the ladies of the church to her home for an evening of fellowshi
enjoyment of the advent season on Monday, December 12, 2011 at 7:00 PM. Lorraine will pre
refreshments and those who wish can bring a dish to pass. There will be a Goodwill basket fo
who wish to contribute to a family in need.

Come out and enjoy an evening of companionship!-Asgreet and maps will be available at the
information table in the narthex.

Submitted by Lorraine Crook

Adult Sunday SeminaB Winter Session

JOHN l)ﬂ,\lINl( C IU\.\.\A.\‘
The adult Sunday seminar meets from 10:10 to 10:50 most Sunday mornings.
nar is a loosely moderated discussion for those interested in topics of a spiritual e
often based on a book the participants are reading or a video series they can vi G REAT EST
Beginning on January 8, 2012 and continuing through March 11, 2012 (9 sessic P RAYE R
seminar, moderated by David and Nancy Cook, will be disdissiBeatest Prayer:
discovering the Revolutionary Message of theyLdotl's Poaggric Crossan. In this HE LORD"S PRAYER
wor k Crossan discusses the Lordoés P
proclaiming nonviolence and distrib
book is also available in digital format for both the Kindle and the Nook. Ouy Fa /‘/ i

heaven’h q//mfr

Crossan is generally considered to
several books including The Historical Jesus and Jesus: a Revolutionary Biogre... ., . bt uen) hame’

adult seminar has previously used two works that Crosastha@d with Marcus Borg: The First Christmas and Th
Last Week. Although he was born in Ireland, John Dominic Crossan currently lives nearby in Clermont, FL.

All adults are welcome. Pleaseggfor this study in the narthex or tell Nancy Cook you want to attend so that w
will know how many books to order. Scholarships are available by talking to Nancy.

Submitted by Nancy Cook

UCC National Christmas Fund Offering- December 18th

On December 18th, Riviera United Church of Christ will be collecting offerings for the Christm
Fund (the last of four special offerings we participate in during the year). You may donate pric
thatdate oruntimidd anuary, just be sure to note on

Fund. 6 All funds are forwarded to the Unit

What is the Christmas Fund? The Christmas Fund for the Veterans of the Cross and the Emergency Fund is th
source of annual income for the work of the United Church Board for Ministerial Assistance, one of the corpora
comprising the Pension Boards of the United Church of Christ.

Gifts to the Christmas Fund help provide pension and health premium supplementatioicamevetirees, emer-
gency assistance to the families of clergy and | a
nuitants.

The Christmas Fund provides a lifeline of hope to manyitmaare active and retired clergy and lay employees in t
United Church of Christ. Due to the lingering effects of the economic recession, there have been many instanc
which gifts from the Christmas Fund have made a critical difference in the lives of people living literally on the €

Watch the worship bulletins for additional information about the Christmas Fund and for stories about how your
tions have helped so many in need.
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Headquarters
Daily Bread, Inc.
815 East Fee Avenue

Melbourne, Florida 32901

Phone: (321) 723-1060 DAILY BREAD
Fax: (321) 723-2227

November 25, 2011

Riviera United Church Of Christ
451 Riviera Drive NE
Palm Bay, FL 32905

Dear Friends,

Please accept our heartfelt appreciation for your kind support of the
services we provide to the community.

We are extremely grateful for your kind gift of $4,000.00 which we
received on 11/22/2011. This donation will help us continue the mission of Daily
Bread and assist the many needy clients whom we serve.

Thank you again for caring about the hungry and homeless.

Best Regards,

John E. Farrell
Executive Director

“A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE (800-435-7352) WITHIN THE STATE.
REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL, OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.”
No goods or services were provided to you for your donation; therefore, it is tax deductible for IRS
purposes. CH1772
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The Children's Hunger Project

"Kids are also hungry on weekends"”

November 6, 2011

Rev. Scott Elliot

Pastor

Riviera United Church of Christ
451 Riviera Drive NE

Palm Bay, FL. 32905

Dear Rev. Elliot,

What words could I possibly come up with that would do justice to the wonderful generosity of
you and your congregation? At least allow Linda Piccolella and me to say, "THANK YOU"!

The generosity you displayed with your gift of four thousand dollars ($4,000.00) will make a
huge impact on 30 young children at Riviera Elementary School. For an entire 38-week school
year, these children will at least have basic nutrition on weekends. These are kids that would
otherwise come to school hungry Monday mornings.

The lack of proper nutrition for young children is at almost epidemic proportions in Brevard
County. While we cannot feed every hungry child, we can make a difference with some of them
when generous people and congregations such as yours step forward to provide financial
resources.

As we discussed previously, Rev. Elliott, hungry kids are sick more often and have lower
academic achievement. Many children at Riviera and other elementary schools that are eligible
for a free lunch at school go hungry on weekends. The Children's Hunger Project does not
discuss social issues, the parent's lifestyle or what their responsibility should be. We focus only
on the fact that there are kids in our town going hungry on weekends.

Our charity is thrilled with the big heart shown by Riviera United Church of Christ. Your
donation will be put to excellent use as we solve weekend hunger for some elementary school
kids. Food is the foundation for everything good that can happen at school and is truly a
blessing, especially to a hungry child.

Rev. Elliott, please share our heartfelt appreciation with your congregation.

Sincerely,

Robert Barnes
bob@thechildrenshungerproject.org
http://thechildrenshungerproject.org/
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